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UPDC Part 1&2: 
Introduction to Permaculture

Learn how to integrate Permaculture 
principles into the design of our gardens, 

homes, communities, cities and our 
societies at large.

Part 1: History, Ethics and Principles 
 - Basic Ethics
 - Need to Act
 - Natural Principles 
 - Basics of Observation 

Part 2: Concepts and Methods of Design 
 - Design Concepts and Methods
 - Integration into Communities
 - Social Implications

Weekends June 5 & 6th
 1 day (6 hours intensive) from 10 am to 6 pm

OR
Evenings June 7,8 & 9,10

2 days (3 hour/day class) from 6 pm to 9 pm
  
Cost:  Sliding scale 
$15-30 for each class.

Introduction to Permaculture 
Urban Permaculture Design Courses (UPDC)

June 5 & 6
A positive holistic approach to the challenges we face in establishing 

sustainable urban communities.

UPDC 13 part series

Part 1 : History, Ethics and Principles 
   June 5th, or 7&8th
Part 2 : Concepts and Methods of Design
   June 6th, or 9&10th
Part 3 : Pattern Observation
   June 14&15, or 19th
Part 4 : Climate and Micro-climates
   June 16&17, or 20th
Part 5 : Trees and their Energy transactions
   June 21&22, or 26th
Part 6 : Water, catchment and cyclic design
   June 23&24, or 27th
Part 7 : Soil, Bacteria and Fungus
   June 28&29, or July 3rd
Part 8 : Earthworks and Earth resources 
   June 30th& July 1st, or July 4th
Part 9 : Aquaculture, Aquaponics & Mariculture
   July 5&6, or 10th
Part 10 : Humid Tropics
   July 7&8, or 11th 
Part 11 :Dryland Strategies
   July 12&13, or 17th
Part 12 : Humid Cool to Cold Climates
   July 14&15, or 18th
Part 13 : Strategies for an alternative Nation 
   July 19&20, or 24th

$15-30
Sliding Sc

ale
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 Course Description: 
 
The design certification is an introduction to the principles, patterns and practices of 
permaculture design through a variety of perspectives from local self sufficiency to 
international aid projects. The course is forged to give the foundation for restoring, 
rebuilding, redesigning the human ecosystem and our resilience to the changes at hand.
 
Teacher’s Bio:   

Graham Calder 
A child of the wild, was brought up on 75 acres of subsistence 
farm and pristine forest, on the north eastern seaboard of Nova 
Scotia, Canada.  He was in the garden before he could walk and 
was designing rainwater catchments systems by age ten.  His 
childhood was largely sculpted by David Suzuki’s The Nature of 
Things and by the forestry industry, which stripped the land that 
he knew. Life led him to study a specialization in The Human 
Environment with a minor in Biological Ecology at Concordia University in Montreal. At this 
point in his life, with the glamours of academia coming to a halt, he discovered 
Permaculture: Greening the Desert by Geoff Lawton. Soon after he founded P3 
Permaculture Design, People for the Profit of the Planet: A Social Enterprise in 2009. He 
began with small-scale design projects until he was on his way to Denman Island, to learn 
how to set up and run the Permaculture Design Certification course (PDC) which he took 
with Jesse Lemieux, at Pacific Permaculture.  Furthering his experience, he undertook 
various suburban and urban projects in both Montreal and Sydney.   After this, he 
undertook a two month apprenticeship under Geoff Lawton from The Permaculture 
Research Institute of Australia (PRI).  While in Australia he took specific certifications in 
Earthworks and PDC Teacher Training. Upon completion of this apprenticeship he returned 
to consultation and design work in montreal and is now affiliated with Les jardiniers a 
bicyclettes

Course Specifics

In addition to classroom time, students will spend some time in the field, looking at design in the 
landscape, making compost, testing soil, and completing design exercises. Therefore, it is 
recommended to bring comfortable clothing and a sturdy pair of walking shoes. A water bottle, 
notepad, pen and camera are recommended.

On weekend courses lunch will be provided.

Special thanks to Satoshi Ikeda, Heather Nagy, The People’s Potato, The Food Systems Working 
Group, Caria Farms, Sally Farag, and Siddhartha Bannerjee.
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